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Meeting of State Steering Committee on Accessible Elections (SSCAE) on 13" August 2019

Support expected from following departments:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

School/Higher Education Department:

+  Voter Literacy: PwD students in schools shall be educated about their right with respect

to the electoral process.

»  pwD student should be motivated through NGO/Brand Ambassabor/Apang Mitra to
participate in electoral process such as electoral registration, voting etc.

* Itis also requested to add chapter on electoral process and right to vote in the syllabus

of students

+  Students including PwD shall be made aware about Assured Minimum Facilities (AMF) at

the polling station so nobody shall be deprived of basic voting rights due to non-
availability of ramp or wheel chairs etc.

Public Health Department:
«  Making availability of PwDs data to the CEO office
e Making availability of chairs for PwD voters
«  Arrangement of medical assistance/kit at polling stations

Social Justice and Special Assistance Department:
» Management and availability of PwD data with the help of Commissioner, PwD
» Manpower of the schools, hostels, colleges of PwDs shall be made available to the
election machinery
« \olunteers to be made available as Apang Mitra at polling stations

Public Works Department:
«  Ensure support for Assured Minimum Facilities (AMF) at Polling stations as per ECI
guidelines
«  Ensure proper ramp for PwDs as per standard gradient 1:10
»  Arrangement of PwD friendly furniture
«  Accessibility to the polling stations such as approach roads and ramps

NCC, NSS, NYKS and Bharat Scouts and Guides:
«  Provide volunteers as Apang Mitra at polling stations during the polling day
»  Apang Mitra and volunteers shall help the PwD voters to reach to the polling stations

Engagement of NGOs/CSOs:

e NGOs/CSOs shall support in public awareness

*  Support in publicity campaign

» Reach out to PwD organizations

« Adopt the polling stations where PwD voters will participate in voting process

«  Motivate PwD electors for registration and voters to participate in voting process
« Facilitate PwD voters to participate in electoral process
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Disability does not make a person incapable,
our actions and attitudes do!!!

People with disabilities have equal right to vote

4

How well do you understand disability?

Disability is actually experienced when one's impairment in body, senses or brain, in interaction
with the barriers in the environment, systems or people's attitude hinders one's full and effective

participation in society on an equal basis with others.

It is always better to assume competence
in persons with disabilities (PwDs)

There are more things that
persons with disabilities
CAN DO than what s/The CANNOT

>

There are various types and
degrees of disabilities including
physical, sensory and neuro-
developmental disabilities.
There are also temporary as well
as elderly disabilities. Disability
can happen to anybody, at
anytime, at any place.

People with disabilities are from all religions, ethnic backgrounds and socio-economic
stratas. They are around us in more numbers than we can imagine.

LET US ENSURE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE!



Interacting, Basic Etiquette

addressing voters Etiquette is the right word to use to describe the thoughtful, considerate

with disabilities behavior that we expectto receive from others and give inreturn. Here is
j ' what you can keep in mind!

THINK how you can avoid For all PwDs and people with specific needs:

mak'iﬁ_g PwDs wait in long - Be patientand try to understand their questions

queues. Priority entry, « Requestthemtc repeat or write to make things clear

separate queue, requesting - Nevertease orlaugh at the person

others to be sensitive -are a - Do not assume disability by appearance, disability may be invisible

too

few ways YOU can adobt: 7 ol o -
=-Wlth0ut dllutlng the sanctlty -+ Bereadytoprovideendtoend accessibility

« A short person may need adjustment in height or positioning of

of the electoral system aaa ballot unit

.' 2 - Allow extra time for a person with low vision, psycho-social disability

tiat e or other high support needs to complete the tasks at polling booth
TALK tO e person W'th ' - Forthe first-time voters clearly explain in advance about the red light
dlsablllty dlrectly rather than against candidate buttons as they may not be abie to hear the long

-hls/her companlon

beep which indicates end of voting

@ When supporting a voter with visual impairment:

« Getthe voters attention by speaking and touching the voters armand ask
if s/lhe needsto be guided

- Give all directions/instructions verbally, including direction to the ballot
area

- Getacquainted with the Braille strip on the kballot unit and previde precise
instructions to the voter about the ballot unit, braille section and braijlle
candidate sheet/braille ballot sheet

+ You may need to guide their fingers to the appropriate place for signing
@ When supporting a voter with hearing impairment:

- Get the persons attention before speaking, face him/her and maintain
eye contact

« Speak slowly, use body language, gestures and facial expressions to
communicate. Try writing to communicate further

For a wheelchair user ensure:
+ Thats/he can access the polling booth, move and turn in it easily

That the Ballot unit is easily accessible keeping in mind the height of the
wheelchair

'5 Mcharashtra

on behalf of Chief Electoral Officer,

For more information, please call on helpline nu'ﬂbw 1950 {toll frae) l Follow ts on ‘ Published in the public interest
Maharashtra State.

or log on to httpsy/ceo.maharashtra.govin, [ o o . @







AT HAGR Jidid HigAT ATardt -ieufl seft seardgar?

« HAGR ATGId ic @Td ATHRAT H2H BiH 3. & WRUITH Hfdsar quf it ofliet. &
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- qrelel AP Gfder MAeTdt U, T qRT ST a9 919 (37) 78 &%
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« SR eI g 19 A1 317l Aiedci 3re 310 317AT JReTel g 3T TSRl
YT e 3eT R JHeAT HAGH HaaiI 3EHRI Frteft Tuds Trelar.

ST BH Fg-T UTd BT Agea?
Wﬁ@ﬁﬁ%?ﬁﬂ. National Voters’Services Portal (NSVP) %ﬁﬂ?@awﬂ?ﬂ
TI¢et https://www.nvsp.in 32 311 ATaR SU5AHed a8 YRR eined oifgd) 3uerel 312, 88

- T https://eci.gov.in T 3113 AT ATaw BiF & = S1died I 83 913
WRAT IS, ARG HIGTP ot BPIGTA S1sT M0 STt el HeaR Hed Sgray
(VHC) ST 9l 1.

AT AdeR Aed $g 4 Arer?
https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/VHCs.aspx ol 9 &I. qH [Siear
GRed-l SpHicE! 31e. FTaw g st 0T [ T3 Birf € TR H.
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gifasdt 1S ArfRedl 7et1 $S MD?
- https://eci.gov.in Aaa iAol T&fd Hrae, aw 3nfo ARl
fasu® 3RPTH fafed el Ariaeie ded Fridsii=n Alfgd s,

« https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in HgRTE =a1efl Hefeld Hagus
favge Afed WIS (FdaR Aed Pa, HaaR A&id gad Aid el s.)

https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/ListPSs.aspx
« https://www.nvsp.in A AdCR iauil, g5, TPTE01 SATE! AIST
« https://eci-citizenservices.eci.nic.in THRIATS!

« URd a8 3P faeld Heiedr PWD 319 g Jifa g Adba. &
319 IPTel W IEBRET IUA<L HTE.

& & & & ®
PO AUIR 37TR.
o AT 3O HIEN=IT- HeiGH BRudr sgal] Sl AUTR 3ie.
EC
. ST, I, TitsTae TicdT, Had g, gst ardal vasiPl 936, sic Had AT / SHeaRI< I g sl
SRR (Braille EVMs) . HaGH BalaR 3Ucie 3HUIR 3iad.
« 3iererhl 3T Bl SUTTHTS BiH ¥9U IR 39 AR Hed 835 dbdid.
o YT RO FiiharE A9 Fg 3 S 3P AR FidsiHe
« PWD IgRHAI AP Sl Jsal.
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%  \Vidhan Sabha Elections 2013
- What is your take?

Who bothers,
same old story!

| am a person Tried earlier
with disability. could not cast

These things are ~~  my vote
not meant for me! due to difficulties!




All crtlzens over18 have the rlght to vote.
e ll’ 3 ABILITY— Na Bar.

How can | register my name in electoral roll?

» The basic process to register in electoral roll is to fill up a form. This is
known as form 6. One needs to fill this up and attach necessary
documents like photo identity proof, residence proof etc.

« One can furnish his/her disability details in row (k) so that the details
can be tagged to respective polling booth for providing appropriate
facilitation

« [f you are already enrolled and wish to add your disability details or
need assistance contact your booth level officer

Where does one get this form?

- If you have access and working knowledge of internet technology, then you can go to

National Voters’ Services Portal (NVSP) https://www.nvsp.in and fill up the form.

_nformation here is available in English as well as in Indian languages. Here, you fill the
form online and submit it online

OR

» You can visit hitps://eci.gov.in, Take a print of form 6 from website and fill it with a pen.
Attach necessary documents and submit the hard copy by visiting a
VHC (Voter’s Help Center)

How do I find a convenient Voter’s Help Centre (VHC)?

Visit https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/VHCs.aspx. Select
your district. You will get alist of VHCs. It will also give you complete
address with phone numbers. Select a center and go there to
submityour form 6.

What if one is not

an internet user?
Form 6 is available at your
nearest VHC. One can
collect the form from
there and submit it after
filling it up.




Where do | get more information?
- https://eci.gov.in for information regarding Acts, Rules
and Guidelines related to election process

- https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in for information
regarding election updates for the state of Maharashtra

(VHCs, Search your name in Electoral Rall, etc.)

+ https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/ListPSs.aspx
for list of polling stations

+ https://www.nvsp.in for online registration

. https://eci-citizenservices.eci.nic.in for grievances

. The Election Commission of India has developed PWD
App for facilitiation and informations. This App is
available on Google Play Store.

& L @ & &
What support will | get while casting vote?
- Allthe polling booths are being made accessible to PwDs
- The election officers are being sensitized to provide necessary assistance
- Separate queue and priority voting for PwDs
« Positive and proactive attitude towards the possible difficulties on the voting day by

the staff, volunteers and community
“« Volunteers, wheelchairs, signages, help desk, easy to read posters, braille EVMs with
braille ballot sheet/candidate sheet are available in all poliing booths
- A blind voter can also take the assistance of a companion in casting his/her vote by
filling form 49a
- Dedicated parking is also available for vehicles of voters with dlsabllmes Those who
use public transport can travel to polling booth for free =

Support can be sought through PWD App




Here is how:

- By registering and voting yourseif

- By inspiring others to register and vote

- By studying competing political parties,
individuals and their manifestos to stand by
issues close to your heart

Hereis why:
- Since 2001, People with Disabilities have been included in the Census. (Many had to raise
voice THEN)

- Since 2014, active training of electoral staff on disabilities began (Many had to push this
agendatirelessly THEN)

- In 2015, The Accessible India Campaign was launched (Many had to run extra miles to make
that happen)

« In 2016 RPwD (Rights for Persons with Disabilities) Act was enacted with improved features
(Many were roped in towards this milestone development THEN)

There is no reason why things would not take desirable steps NOW.

Maharashtra




